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big tears rolling down his face. With that he turned 
round on his knees towards me, thinking me asleep, and 
if he was my own father he could not have said prayers 
finer for me, both goal and body ; and then into bed he 
went, and after lying down, the last thing 1 heard him 
•ay was, " Lord Jesus have mercy on me." Tired as I 
was I could not settle myself to sleep, thinking what 
kind of man he was, and I was passing in my mind 
whether he was a Catholic or no. 

T. To be sure he was a Catholic, belonging to some 
blessed order. 

B. So I thought at first myself, but it staggered me 
when I didn't see a drop of holy water, nor did he pray 
to the Blessed Virgin, nor cross himself, nor — 

T. Oh, Bill ! Bill ! It was your duty to cover your 
face with the clothes ; for that's what your clergy direct. 
B. Maybe if I was in BalUnafana I should do it. But 
you know, Thady, when people are far from home there 
is more liberty taken. Moreover, when one's curiosity 
is up it is hard not to listen. But to speak only the 
truth, barring what he said of himself, I could not help 
liking him. I thought it so good of him to say prayers 
for me, that never spoke to him, and who was too tired 
to pray for myself. Anyhow, I had an uneasy night of 
it— dreaming and waking — thinking I was dying, and 
frightened at being away from home, till at last, coming 
on morning, I fell fast asleep, and when I woke my 
gentleman was up and nearly dressed, cleaning himself 
in the corner. A quiet, smart little man, not stouter 
nor cleverer than yourself, Thade. And there he was, 
in bis pantaloons and vamps, and his shirt was as white 
as new milk, and, indeed, he had the skin of a gentle- 
man. 
T. But had he an honest look, after all? 
B. Indeed, Thade, so much so, that even you would 
trust every shilling you have to him. 

T. Well, an honest face generally speaks for itself. 
B. '•' Good morrow, sir," says I. 
" Good morrow, kindly," says he. " I hope I have not 
disturbed you." 

" No, sir, thank you," says I, with a white lie ; for 
never did mortal man, without meaning it, disturb 
another, if he didn't upset me. 
" Fine day," says he. 

" Thank God," says I, and with that he looked pleased 
and said, 

" There's many a tiling," says he, " why we should 
thank God." 

" True for you, sir," says I. 

"There's no sin," says he, "we commit so often 
•gainst God, and blame so much in each other, as ingra- 
titude. We can never thank God enough for giving his 
•on to die for us, sinners. I wish," says he, " I could 
from my heart thank him more." 

" It's a fine thing," says I, " to belong to the true 
faith," wanting to find him out. 

" Indeed it is," says he, very solemn, though his face 
was covered with lather, and he shaving himself. 

Still dubious what he was, I said, "It's a blessed 
thing, sir, to belong to the ancient faith." 

" It is," says he, looking knowing at me through the 
corner of his eye, " because the ancient faith is the true 
iaith." 

"No doubt of it," says I. 

T. Well said, Bill ; I'll tell the Bishop how well you 
acted. 

B. But stop a while, Thade. With that he says to 
me, " Do you know where the Church's faith is found?" 
" I do," says I ; "in the Apostle's Creed." 
" Is there any other creed," says he. 
" The Nicene Creed," says I. 
" Any other," says he. 
" The Athanasian creed," says I. 
" Any other," says he, 
" No," says I. 

With that he opens his pocket-book and hands me that 
paper, called the creed of Pope Pius IV. What I never 
saw or heard of before. 

" Read that," says he — I read it. 
" Compare that with the other three," says he : " are 
they like each other ?*' 

"To tell you the truth," says I, " they are not much 
like. But what creed is this ?" 

" Don't you see it is the creed of the Roman Church," 
says he, pointing to that spot. — " I acknowledge the 
Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church," &c. 

"Very like," says I, "that should be the Church's 
creed, and Paddy Dinivan, of Poolcoohan, never to teach 
it to me." 

T. Show it to me, Bill— Well, that's droll.— I never 
heard of this creed until lately, when Mr. Collis, the 
minister, wrote to Father Dennehy about it. 

B. If you didn't know it, no wonder I shouldn't. But, 
Thade, do you think it is a true creed of our Church ? 
T. Go on, Bill, with your story. 
B. Well, — says the man to me — 
" I wouldn't tell you a lie, because I love and fear 
God ; but still, don't take my word for it, but when you 
go home, ask your priest about it, and if he refuses you 
any satisfaction, you will see it in ' Milner's End of 
Controversy' that the Roman Church holds this creed." 
" Is it a creed not 300 years made," says I, " and so 
different from the three old creeds." 



"I can't help that,'' says he, "I am a Protestant." 
And with that the murder was out. "I reject that 
creed," says he, " but I steadfastly hold by the three old 
creeds." 
" Oh," says I, " sure ye have no creed at all." 
" Indeed we have," says he. So he took a book off the 
table, " here is my prayer-book," says he ; " and look, 
there is the Apostle's Creed — " I believe in God the 
Father Almighty." There is the Nicene Creed, " I be- 
lieve in One God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible." And 
there is the Athanasian Creed — " Before all things, it is 
necessary that he hold the Catholic faith." And he 
showed them to me, every one of them in his prayer 
book. I looked closely at the book, and it is called the 
" Book of Common Prayer." 

"Where will you find tradition, purgatory, masses, 
praying to the Blessed Virgin, in these old creeds ?" says 
he ; and with that he began cross-examining me. 
" How old are these three creeds," says he. 
" Very old," says I. 

." Between 1500 and 1800 years," says he ; " and this 
creed of Pope Pius IV., which you never heard of before, 
was composed December 9, 1564, and on the 9tb of last 
month it was exactly 291 years old. So there is more 
than 1000 years between them, or as you might say, a 
999 years' lease would have expired long ago, between 
the time these old creeds were composed and this new 
creed was ever heard of." 

" Well, sir," says I, " I never thought a 999 year lease 
could expire. I always counted it a lease for ever, the 
time appeared so long.'' 

" We Protestants," says he, " do not differ from you 
about these old creeds, and jf you only held the old 
creeds, we could easily agree ; it is this creed that con- 
tains the difference. " Now," says he, " we Protestants 
hold the ancient faith, in the old creeds ; and you hold 
the new faith in this new creed. And if you confess the 
old faith is the trne faith, we Protestants are right ; and 
if the new faith is false, you Roman Catholics are 
wrong. 
T. What did you say to that, Bill ? 
B. Why it was hard to answer it, if I allowed this 
creed of Pope Pius. 
T. What did you say to him ? 
B. I said to him : — 

" May I be bold to ask, sir," says I, " why we don't 
know this creed ? for I cannot deny that it contains what 
I believe ; that is, what I am taught to believe by my 
clergy." 

"The reason is why," says he, "that your priests, 
although bound to teach it'to you — and they do teach it's 
meaning to you — are afraid of letting you see it." 
«* Why so?" says I. 

" Because," says he, " you might be asking questions — 
why it was called Pope Pius's creed ; and you might be 
comparing it with the other three creeds, and maybe 
you'd be asking what general council appointed it." 
" What harm if I did ask about its name," says I. 
"Oh," says he, "to be sure everybody knows when 
Pope Pius IV. lived and died, and, if he composed this 
creed, the name would tell a story about its age." 

" What harm would it be to compare it with the other 
three creeds ?" says I. 

"Just this," says he, "tliey are all about the Trinity 
in Unity, and this is all about the Church, the Pope, and 
the Blessed Virgin. And, as respects general councils," 
says he, " every one of them acknowledge the old creeds ; 
and no general council at all, at all, ever admitted this 
new creed. Besides, and above all,'' says be, " if you 

were allowed to read your Bible" 

" Oh ! sir," says I, and I tried to say we were allowed, 
but, Thade, dear, the words stuck in my throat. 

" If," says he, " you were allowed to freely read your 
own Douay Bible, you would find it agreeing with the 
three old creeds, and straight against this new creed. 
But, Thade are you listening to me ?" 

T. I am, Bill, but I don't like your talk — the more so, 
that I can't deny that what you say makes me uneasy. 
Because I'm now cock sure that our Church docs hold 
this creed you are talking about. And there must be 
something wrong about it — God between us and harm — 
or our clergy would talk more concerning it ; andthe 
minister would not be always saying, when he meets 
me — " Thade, do you know Pope Pius's Creed? Thade, 
why did St. Athanasius say that the catholic faith is 
to worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, 
without saying one word, good or bad, of the Blessed 
Virgin ; and Pope Pius say that a true Catholic must 
worship the Blessed Virgin? And, Thade, can any 
creed be true which contradicts your own Bible ?" And 
he looks so straight at me, and says, "Thade, if you 
were buying a jug in a shop, wouldn't you try if it was 
cracked? And won't you examine this creed of Pope 
Pius IV. ? For if it is not sound your precious soul will 
leak out through it." But, Bill, don't for your life tell 
anybody I said so much to you. I can't stop longer 
now — some other time you can finish your story. 

B. Well, I'm sorry you are in such a hurry ; for the 
best part of the story is to come. 
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There are two methods of influencing mankind, 
one, by appealing to their reason and better feel- 
ings ; the other, by appeals to their prejudices 
and passions. 

Those who enjoy a strong and abiding convic- 
tion that they have truth and virtue on their side 
can, of course, afford to put their trust in truth 
and virtue and with the frankness and fear- 
lessness of conscious strength, invite inquiry and 
challenge scrutiny ; those who, on the other hand, 
distrust the soundness ofiheir cause, will naturally 
resort to the timid and shrinking expedient of 
trying to keep the multitude narrow-minded, ig- 
norant, and superstitious, by exciting their preju- 
dices against those who would emancipate them 
from that darkness and ignorance to which a selfish 
policy would for ever consign them, for fear of 
i»f diminishing its own power* 

We think, without justly subjecting ourselves 
to the charge of boasting or vain-glory, we might 
say that we have done something to promote a 
more calm, and candid, and, perhaps, also, a less 
superficial investigation of religious questions 
than has hitherto prevailed in our distracted 
country. The existence of such a periodical as 
the Catholic Layman for so long a time, and 
its present prosperous condition, bear testimony 
to the public approval of discussions on religion, 
free from anger and strife. We should not con- 
tinue to publish it if we did not get extensive 
support, and find acceptance and encouragement 
from both sides. 

We have, from time to time, as our readers are 
aware, published many able communications, 
written in a good spirit, by Roman Catholics, t'» 
favour of their Church ; and we assure them 
that we have never excluded any such papers 
from our pages. We have, over and over again, 
invited our Roman Catholic countrymen, both 
clerical and lay, freely to avail themselves of our 
periodical, and have, from time to time, in addi- 
tion to those which we have published, received 
from Roman Catholics, as well as Protestants, a 
great variety of communications (not intended 
for publication), expressing, in various ways, sa- 
tisfaction at the fairness of our conduct, and a 
due v appreciation of the hindly feelings under 
which we conduct our paper. 

Let us see now how our endeavours to promote 
peace, good-will, and unity have been met by 
our clerical opponents. 

We have long been aware that no exertion has 
been left untried by the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood in Ireland to deter the more intelligent 
portion of their flocks from reading the facts and 
arguments contained in our pages. Only one 
mode of opposition has, indeed, been omitted by 
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them — the legitimate and manly one of replying 
to the facts and arguments published by us. 

We believe there are twenty-eight Roman Ca- 
tholic Bishops in Ireland (with Drs. Dixon and 
Cullen at their head), and above two thousand 
Roman Catholic priests, many of them men of 
great ability and considerable learning, who, it 
is plain, would not have allowed such a publica- 
tion to have been circulated to an extent quite 
unexampled in these kingdoms in an exclusively 
religious periodical, if they had not found them- 
selves unable to reply to its arguments or damage 
its character by any legitimate means. 

No men know better how dangerous it is to 
let error get head, if it can be safely and success- 
fully extinguished in its early beginnings — 
"A little fire is quickly trodden out, 
Which being suffered, rivers cannot quench." 

So says that unrivalled master of human nature, 
Shakspeare ; and we cannot believe that such a 
man as the Most Rev. Dr. Cullen would have 
acted on any other principle, if he had not wisely 
foreseen that in the attempt to quench the fire he 
might, peradventure, burn his fingers. 

There is a limit, however, to all human, and 
even superhuman, ecclesiastical, patience — nay, 
even to that of one like Dr. Cullen, schooled " to 
submit in silent patience to all the evils and 
trials of this world ; and who knows that the 
usual condition of the Church is one of trial and 
probation, now greatly aggravated by the dis- 
obedience and impiety of men, and the fanaticism 
and bigotry of heresy, never more actively dis- 
played than at the present hour." 

Our quotation is from a pastoral letter, issued 
by Dr. Cullen since our last publication, dated 23rd 
January, 1856, and addressed to the Catholic 
clergy and laity of the diocese of Dublin, in which, 
to use his own words, by virtue of " the authority 
to crush error" with which he is endowed as "Pri- 
mate of Ireland, and Delegate Apostolic" of his 
Holiness the Pope, Dr. Cullen has unsparingly 
denounced, 'and thatnot quite in, the spirit of silent 
patience, '' the whole progeny of heresy," who, 
" left to the guidance of their own erring judg- 
ment, unceasingly pour out their bitter invectives 
against the devout children of Mary," " rail with 
insane fury against the dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception," and " with bold impiety assail 
Mary herself, and laugh to scorn the idea that 
she, exalted above cherubim and seraphim, has 
been, through the power and merits of her Son, 
preserved ever and always from the stain of 
guilt." 

We have so little sympathy with those who 
deal in " bitter invectives and furious railing" 
that we are not at all disposed to criticise the 
severe language in which Dr. Cullen has thought 
it necessary to speak of such persons, whether 
their sphere of action be "the pulpit or the 
press" in Ireland or elsewhere. With such un- 
christian scoffers (whether " sectaries of heresy," 
or not) we disclaim all union, deeming them, as 
we sincerely do, the greatest stumbling-blocks in 
the way of truth, and traitors to the still more 
holy cause of charity. We cannot help thinking, 
however, from what follows, that Dr. Cullen's 
object in this his latest pastoral was not so much to 
castigate " the fanaticism and bigotry of heresy" 
as to mislead those over whose minds he still has 
influence (even in what he calls "this age of 
insubordination and sedition, when men speak of 
nothing but resistance, independence, and un- 
bridled licentiousness") into confounding together 
in one class, and as deserving of the same in- 
discriminate condemnation, all those who differ 
with him in opinion; as if none but those who 
scoff at all religion and indulge in " unbridled licen- 
tiousness" could have " independence of mind to 
resist" what, in another passage of the same 
letter, he calls " the benign sway of Rome." 

We shall presently prove this to be the case ; 



but as it is really a relief to have something in 
which we can agree with those whom a- sense 
of duty obliges us at other times firmly and 
fearlessly to resist, we must first gratify our 
better feelings by giving our readers a passage 
from Dr. Cullen's letter, in nearly every word of 
which we can cordially concur, though possibly 
Dr. Cullen may not mean by it exactly what we 
should in adopting it verbatim as our own : — 

" Faith," says Dr. Cullen (in page 13), " is the most 
precious of all virtues ; it is the most valuable of all trea- 
sures. It was hy faith that the patriarchs and prophets of 
old yearned for the days of the Redeemer ; it was by faith 
the Apostles gained the world to the foolishness of the 
gospel, and planted the cross on the ruins of idolatry and 
superstition ; it was by faith that so many holy confessors 
saffered patiently the torments of exile and slavery, and 
so many holy virgins led a life on earth as pure as the 
angels of Heaven (?) ; in fine, 'this is the victory which 
overcometh the world, our faith' — 1 St. John. It is the 
beginning, the root, and the foundation of all justification, 
without which it is impossible to please God." 

With nearly every word of this we cordially 
concur (querying merely, to prevent misconcep- 
tion, the allusion to " many" virgins being " as 
pure as the angels of heaven," which we thought 
had been the exclusive privilege, and that a 
newly discovered one, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary only) ; but while we admit thvA faith is 
the most precious of treasures, we know that it 
is " faith in the truth," not " belief in error," 
which is thus precious — faith like that of the 
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, which was one 
" built upon a sure foundation," the Word of God, 
and not the boasting assumption of any set of men 
presumptuously claiming the exclusive right of 
thinking for all the rest of mankind, and who 
would willingly, if they could, " crush" as heresy 
and error everything which opposes their arro- 
gant and unproved pretensions. 

What a pity must Dr. Cullen consider it that 
Ireland is not brought under " the benign sway 
of Rome" by such a concordat as Austria has 
so lately concluded ; and Doctors Dixon and 
Cullen empowered to suppress all books, pam- 
phlets, and newspapers not previously submitted 
to the censorship of the ecclesiastical power ! 
It really must be very tantalizing to them to read 
the Archbishop of Milan's manifesto of 23rd 
December last,* to the booksellers and publishers 
of Lombardy, as well as mortifying to reflect 
that the " Legate Apostolic" of the Pope in Ire- 
land is obliged to submit to have his learned 



a The following ta an abridgment of a translation of the circular letter 
addressed by the Archbishop of Milan to all printers, bookselleis, 
vendors of books or prints of every description, resident in the city 
or diocese of Milan : — u As it is of the last importance for the intact 
preservation of our most holy Catholic faith and of good morals that 
no errors of any description whatever should be propagated, in what- 
soever manner, by means of books or periodicals transgressing the sa- 
cred regulations of the Index as regards the publishing trade: and now, 
thanks to the Concordat happily concluded between tiie Holy Sec and 
our most august Emperor, we are promised the full support of the 
secular authorities to withdraw these same pernicious objects from t!.e 
eyes of the public, and to prevent their sale throughout the empire, to 
quote the words of the same article : — 'But the government also will 
provide every necessary remedy to prevent the diffusion of such books 
in the empire. 1 Now we, acting in concert with the most illustrious and 
most reverend clergy of Lombardy, our sntfragans, firmly resolved to 
care for the spiritual wants of our beloved diocesans by preventing, to 
the best of our endeavours, the abuse of the press, do think the moment 
opportune to make known this communication to all printers, pub- 
lishers, and all vendors of books of every description, and printaellers 
in onr diocese, that they may avoid any disagreeable emergency or 
material loss that they might in future have to incur. Tli.it w<-, on the 
grounds of the dogma of morality, and of the respect due to the clergy 
and to ecclesiastical affairs, will continue toexeici&e a vigilant eye 
upon all periodical publications actually existing, and will also keep 
a strict watch upon suck as may in future appear ; and that it may 
serve as a private warning to publishers of works of a pernicious ten- 
dencjutowaldi religion and morals, that we shall not fail publicly to 
suppress them, should they coutinue in the same spirit, and, having 
incurred ecclesiastical censure, declare them guilty of propagating im- 
pions and heretical doctrines, as well the writers as the printers and 
promoters of the same ; nor shall we omit to implore the aid of the 
government authorities to suppress the same. That it be incumbent 
upon all publishers or editors, as sons of the Church, first, to submit to 
our ecclesiastical revision the writings or books of whatsoever de- 
scription which they intend to print or reprint, not even excepting 
books of piety and church books, that they may obtain the necessary 
permission thereto; and we impress this obligation upon them should 
we find ourselves under the disagreeable necessity of calling in the 
aid of the secular authorities for the suppression of works already 
published. That it is incumbent upon all booksellers to procure from 
our ecclesiastical revision the permission to sell books coming from 
abroad, unless such are already publicly allowed to be sold. In the 
sweet hope of our words being hearkened to, we lovingly give our 
pastoral blessing to all of the above indicated. 

" Dote at our Episcopal Palace at Milan, on the 23rd day of Dec , 
1SSS 

(Signed) " Bart olommbo Cabxo, Archbishop. 

(Couiiteraigned) " P. Pietia Postegoia, 

Archiepiscopa! Canon." 



pastorals criticised and examined by heretical 
writers in the Catholic Layman, and cannot bo 
allowed to mis-quote the fathers or mis-state the 
Holy Scriptures at his pleasure, without the risk 
of being called to account for it. 

We are disposed, accordingly, to make every 
reasonable allowance, when we find Dr. Cullen's 
patience is at last worn out, and must say that 
we consider that we have so far come off very 
easily in the conflict. Probably, we might not 
have fared quite so well had Dr. Cullen's com- 
mission to crush error (in other words, every- 
thing and everybody that differs with him) been 
recognised as a valid one in these kingdoms of 
civil and religious liberty, in which a free press 
still exists, and, we trust, will long continue to 
flourish, as the strongest bulwark of both. 

It is time, however, that we should let our 
readers know what Dr. Cnllen has thought it 
right to say of us in his aforesaid pastoral ; and 
we can well" believe that many of them are burn- 
ing with impatience to hear what it can be which 
requires so long a preamble on our part, and, 
doubtless, expect a rich treat in finding how 
easy the Legate Apostolic has found it to an- 
swer and expose all our audacious falsehoods and 
calumnies* with what facility he has proved that 
Dr. Dixon never wrote a book on the thigh bone 
of the Blessed Cornelius ; and how triumphantly 
he has shown either that he, Dr. Cullen, never 
said that the greatest fathers and doctors of the 
Church had, from the earliest ages of Christianity, 
held the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception ; 
or that it is utterly false that either St. Epipha- 
nius or St. Augustine, or Popes Leo and Gregory 
the Great, or Popes Gelasius, John, and Innocent, 
or St. Alexander Hales, or St. Bonaventura, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Cardinal Cajetan, or any 
other of the saints, cardinals, and doctors we 
cited, ever said what we attributed to them ; but, 
on the contrary, have one and all of them stoutly 
upheld the pious doctrine of the Church, which, 
he says, has been, by an unbroken tradition, 
handed down from the earliest ages, that " the 
Blessed Virgin was even from the first moment 
of her conception exempt from the stain of 
original ,sin," as dogmatically defined by Pope 
Pius IX. on the 8th December, 1854. 

Here, surely, was a glorious opportunity to 
overwhelm with shame and confusion the editor 
of the Catholic Layman and his confede- 
rates — to crush for ever " the whole progeny of 
heresy," and show a sample of what ecclesiastical 
infallibility can do when it puts forth its powers 
of real argument, and is at last roused from its 
attitude of " silent patience," and condescends, 
by calm reasoning and solid learning, to bring 
those who have, unhappily, been seduced from 
the safe guidance of the Holy See back into the 
true fold, and under the " benign sway of the 
Church of Rome." 

Let us see how Dr. Cullen sets about his 
apostolic task. Immediately after the passage 
we have already cited about the precious treasure 
of faith, he proceeds thus : — 

" We are not, then, to be surprised that a virtue so ne- 
cessary, so important, without which no other virtue can 
exist, should be continually assailed by the enemy of 
mankind, and that all his fiery darts should be directed 
against this foundation of our hope. Alas ! we have too 
many proofs in our own days, and even here among our- 
selves, of the activity with which this unholy warfare is 
carried on. Tracts and works of every description, assailing 
all that is sacred in our religion, are widely scattered through 
onr streets, and oftentimes audaciously thrust into the hands 
of every Catholic citizen. Some of these works are dis- 
guised under false titles, and remind us of the wolf ap- 
proaching the fold in sheep's clothing, that he might the 
more easily devour and destroy. Let us call your atten- 
tion to one publication, bearing the name of the Catholic 
Layman, which, if we are well informed, is sent to several 
police stations and other public offices, as also to the houses 
of Catholic farmers, landholders, shopkeepers, and trades- 
men throughout the country. So far from corresponding 
toils title, this publication is replete with attacks— vain 
and frivolous attacks indeed — on the one, Holy Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic Church ; on that Church against 
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which the gates and powers of hell have raged hi vain. 
It is well all Catholics should know the character of this 
paper, (hat they may not be deceived hy a false name. 
This caution is the more necessary, as a leading Protestant 
journal (the Saunders) announced some short time ago, 
that the Archbishop of the Protestant Establishment in 
this city had recommended to the Pabochial Visitob's 
Society the distribution of the Catholic Layman, to- 
gether with the Hopeiui. Tracts. We do not consider 
ourselves called on to make any further observations on 
this matter. It is only one of the many ingenious devices 
to which, in the want of real argument, the enemies of our 
religion so frequeutly have recourse." 

Dr. Cullen does not here actually assert that 
we are among those who unceasingly pour out 
bitter invectives against Roman Catholics, or rail 
■with insane fury against the dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception, or assail Mary herself with 
bold impiety. To have said that in express 
terms would have been rather too daring, and 
such a manifest calumny must necessarily have 
recoiled upon his own head ; but while he has 
not the courage to utter expressly anything 
stronger than the safe platitude that the Ca- 
tholic Layman is " devoid of all real argu- 
ment," and " replete with vain and frivolous at- 
tacks on the Holy Roman Catholic Church," and 
is " disguised under a false title" (as if any one 
ever read a single page of it without perceiving 
that it was not, and never pretended to be, a 
Roman Catholic publication), no one can read 
this pastoral letter without seeing that its great 
object was to rouse the prejudices of our Roman 
Catholic fellow-countrymen against the Catholic 
Layman in particular, and leave the impression 
on the minds of all Roman Catholics who were 
not already acquainted with its real nature and 
character, that it was a scurrilous tissue of railing 
invective, equally devoid of argument and learn- 
ing — a device of the enemy of mankind to reduce 
Ireland to a par with heretical England, which 
he describes as the land of " suicides, child mur- 
derings, poisonings, sale of wires, innumerable 
murders, and other awful atrocities which one 
cannot read of without horror and dismay, and 
which reveal a state of things equalled only by 
the degradation of Pagan morality at the time of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles" (Pastoral letter, 
p. 17). 

We shall have something to say on that sub- 
ject presently ; but our readers will expect us, 
in the first place, to say a word in reply to what 
Dr. Cullen has said of ourselves in the above pas- 
sage, first thanking him, however, for publishing 
to the Roman Catholic world that "the Archbishop 
of the Protestant Establishment in this city" — 
meaning, we suppose, his Grace Dr. Whately, 
the Archbishop of Dublin — does not consider our 
journal as a " vain and frivolous" one, but has 
publicly recommended it ; of which we think we 
have reason to be proud. As an acute logician 
and original thinker, perhaps even the Roman 
Catholic world may deem Archbishop "Whately, 
to say the least, quite as good a judge of what 
" real argument" is, as Dr. Cullen. We may 
well console ourselves with the recommendation 
of Archbishop Whately as a full compensation for 
Dr. Cullen's censure. 

We need scarcely repudiate the insinuation, 
that such a journal as ours has a tendency, much 
less a design, to undermine either national piety 
or national morality, or that it has, or can have, 
any other objects than to promote, as much as in 
us lies, the progress of truth, on whichever side 
it may prove to be, by encouraging intelligent 
men to look for it with fearlessness and anxiety, 
and to advance the cause of Christian charity 
and toleration, by cultivating a spirit of kind- 
ness among those who differ from one another in 
opinion, as we suppose men will ever do, as long 
as human intellect is clouded by prejudice and 
passion, and interested motives interfere to inter- 
cept the light from the eye of reason and en- 
lightened conscience. We need scarcely tell 
any reader of our paper, that if we ever write in 



a sharp or taunting manner, it is only when men I 
like Dr. Cullen will not season with us, but 
attempt by unfair means to put us down. 

The charge that we are " disguised under a 
false title," seems scarcely deserving of serious | 
remark. It rests upon an unsound verbal criti- j 
cism. Dr. Cullen says — "So far from corres- I 
ponding to its title, the Catholic Layman is j 
replete with attacks — vain and frivolous at- 
tacks, indeed — on the one Holy Roman Ca- 
tholic and Apostolic Church." Now, if we had 
called our paper " The Roman Catholic Lay- 
man," his charge would have been just. But 
when we leave out Roman in our title, and Dr. 
Cullen has to put it in to describe his Church, 
then the charge of " disguise" has no foundation. 

The simple term Catholic is old. The com- 
pound term Roman Catholic is modern. Nei- 
ther St. Polycarp nor ' St, Cyprian, nor St. 
Augustine nor St. Chrysostom, nor any other of 
the ancient saints, ever called themselves Roman 
Catholics. They called themselves, simply, Ca- 
tholics. We follow what is old ; so we, too, 
call ourselves, simply, Catholic. But Dr. Cullen 
cannot do so. He feels that the simple word 
" Catholic" would not sufficiently describe his 
Church and his system ; he has to use the mo- 
dern anomalous term of " Roman Catholic," 
which a friend of ours once said in Italy did 
always sound to him like " German silver." We 
protest, as the ancient saints would have pro- 
tested, against that word Roman being tacked to 
Catholic, to spoil it, all the world over ; and, 
therefore, there is no disguise in calling ourselves, 
simply, " Catholic,** without the " Roman." 

Having said thus much of ourselves, we would 
say something in reply to the gross charge against 
the English people above referred to. Such 
things as Dr. Cullen speaks of, no doubt, do 
take place in England as well as elsewhere, in 
spite of all good men can do to prevent 
them (though we altogether deny that crime 
in England bears any proportion to that of 
any of the strictly Roman Catholic countries 
of Europe); but when Dr. Cullen introduces 
this frightful picture as "the condition of 
the mass of the people in England,'' and still 
more, unfairly represents it as the result " of the 
indiscriminate distribution of the Bible," we 
indignantly deny the charge. Dr. Cullen takes 
the description of particular places where manu- 
facturers have, in a short time, collected great 
numbers of people in one spot, outstripping at 
once the means of worship and public instruc- 
tion ; and we admit, that in such cases the con- 
sequences are fearful. But when Dr. Cullen 
applies these descriptions to " the mass of the 
people in England," we think he most unfairly 
exaggerates and distorts the true facts of the case. 

The condition of many such localities, doubt- 
less, demands every exertion ; and great exertions 
are being made. But sixty new Churches each 
year in London would not keep pace with the 
increase of its population. If parliament be ap- 
plied to, all the priests members at once raise a 
cry against anything being done. But if Dr. Cul- 
len could only get the " home heathens" " to kiss 
a blessed candle," 11 we should, perhaps, hear no 
more of their heathenism from him. 

Let us, however, in fairness, also look elsewhere. 
What is the state of Paris ? How many labour- 
ing men attend mass, even at the present day ? 
What was the state of Paris in 1 790, where the 
Church of Rome had had undisputed power for 
ages ? Did the whole population turn infidel in 
a day ? Was it reading the Bible that made 
them infidels, or had they gradually become so 
under the profession and teaching of Romanism ? 
What is the state of Rome now ? Let Irish Ro- 
man Catholics reflect. If the people of Rome did 
really believe the religion of Rome, could it pos- 
sibly happen that the Pope could only be kept 
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among them by French bayonets? If they be- 
lieved, would they not delight to have his pre- 
sence among them ? Yet it is notorious that but 
for French steel and bullets they would rise as 
one man to expel ibim from among them ! God 
forbid that the people of Ireland should ever fall 
into the state — moral, social, and political — into 
which the people of Rome have fallen under the 
government and teaching of the Pope himself. 

Dr. Cullen says there are murders in England. 
So there are, and will be, we fear, as long as 
Adam's race are sinful. Have there been none 
in Ireland ? Is there not this difference ? In 
England every man's hand is raised to seize the 
murderer ; in Ireland he too often walks off 
through crowds of people, who join to screen him. 

Do Dr. Cullen and the priests approve of the 
Ribbon society — that vast conspiracy of blood 
from which the Irish murders spring? We believe 
they disapprove of it. Yet in thirty counties of 
Ireland hundreds of thousands of Roman Catho- 
lics are sworn together in that bond of blood. 
Why do not Dr. Cullen and the priests put it 
down? Do they approve of it? or is their religion 
powerless to promote social order and stay the 
hand of murder ? Do the Ribbonmen go to 
confession ? and if so, do they get absolution ? 

Wherever vast numbers o( men are collected 
there will be a vast amount of crime and im- 
morality and irreligion. It is so in many locali- 
ties in England. But it is among those who 
have not the Bible, and not among those who 
have. And, on the other hand, for the integrity 
of her public men and her public servants ; for 
the morality of her middle classes and the order 
and good conduct of her peasantry ; for the extent 
of public and private munificence and charity ; 
for obedience to law and love of order, England 
may proudly challenge comparison with any 
nation upon earth, and may still point with pride 
to her open Bible. 

It is not, then, because Dr. Cullen's test is 
more favourable to his religion than ours that we 
reject it as false ; but because we know of no 
standard of truth but the Truth itself. A re- 
ligion is not to be condemned because an unbe- 
lieving generation may have rejected or fallen 
from it. By such a test, both Christ himself and 
his religion would be condemned ; for God's own 
chosen people, the Jews, rejected Christ when 
He dwelt among them — " He came unto his own, 
and his own received Him not ;" and they have 
now rejected his religion for 1800 years. If God 
has spoken, that word is true, though all the 
world reject it. If men's inventions contradict 
that word, those inventions are false, though all 
the world receive them. The test of a true re- 
ligion is not whether men observe it, but whether 
God has given it. This is the test to which we 
bring the religion of Rome ; and this is^he test 
which Dr. Cullen tries every artifice to escape. 
In page 23 of the pastoral, Dr. Cullen says — 
"What a calamity to be separated from this 
Church (Rome). See the condition of the un- 
happy Greeks, once so famous for sanctity and 
learning. Scarcely had they raised the standard 
of rebellion against the Apostolic See when 
Constantinople fell into the hands of their bar- 
barous enemies, and they became slaves in their 
own homes." 

Here Dr. Cullen treats history as, we have 
shown in page 17, that he does the Scriptures. 
The Eastern Church never admitted the supre- 
macy of Rome. The General Councils of Con- 
stantinople and Cbalcedon maintained the inde- 
pendence of the Eastern Church against the Pope. 
They continued for centuries in communion with 
Rome, often, indeed, interrupted, but always in- 
dependent. In the year 1054 that communion 
itself was broken off, and the Greek Church 
remained for foub centuries separate from 
Rome before Constantinople was taken by the 
Turks. Yet, Dr. Cullen speaks as if the hollow 
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truce made at Florence in 1438, and immediately 
disclaimed by the Greeks, was the first raising of 
the standard of rebellion against Borne ! 

Our space warns us to conclude these remarks. 
We must, however, say a word more, to which 
we invite attention. 

Dr. Cullen charges us with disguise ; we want 
to have no disguise with Dr. Cullen. There are, 
at this moment, many thousands of intelligent 
Roman Catholics reading our pages, and who 
will, we foretell, notwithstanding his denunciation, 
read this : we will not disguise the fact. Now, 
we do not want to have our arguments read in the 
dark, and unanswered. If what we give our read- 
ers be dangerous or erroneous, Dr. Cullen would, 
of course, like to guard these Roman Catholics 
from danger and error. If our " attacks" are, 
indeed, as " vain and frivolous" as Dr. Cullen 
says — if we do, indeed, labour under such a 
" want of real argument" — it would, of course, 
be easy to expose us to our readers. What plan 
could Dr. Cullen devise so effectual as that of ex- 
posing us in our own pages ? 

We are now going to make a proposal to Dr. 
Cullen, which will show that we are anxious to 
promote fair discussion, and, if possible, lead our 
fellow-countrymen to the truth. 

We are willing to place at Dr. Cullen's dis- 
posal, in every number of the Catholic 
Latman, to the end of this year, four columns 
of our pages, in which he may expose, as he 
thinks fit, our " vain and frivolous attacks." 

If Dr. Cullen will name any Roman Catholic 
Priest to perform this duty, we will treat the 
reverend gentleman's communications with the 
greatest courtesy ; and we will print whatever 
he may send us, in answer to our attacks, free of 
all expence to Dr. Cullen. We shall require the 
manuscript on the first day of each month, ac- 
cording to our rule, on which day we will, if 
required, give a written receipt for it. 

If Dr. Cullen accept our offer, he will, then 
be enabled to show where the want of real 
argument lies ; and, if he does not, why our 
readers must only guess at it. We are persuaded 
that the next number of the Catholic Layman 
will be looked for with the deepest interest. 

In the meantime, we forgive Dr. Cullen the 
wrong he has tried to do us, with all our hearts ; 
and shall not cease to feel towards him what true 
Christians should, even when our sense of duty 
and allegiance to the sacred cause of truth compel 
us firmly and fearlessly to expose his fallacies, and 
answer his arguments, equally regardless whether 
he shall again assail us with undeserved calumny, 
or submit, in " silent patience," to our criticisms, 
or accept our well-meant offer, and turn our own 
pages on ourselves. It will be for others, not for 
us (whatever course he may think fit to take), 
to decide whether our strictures on the Church of 
Rome are or are not vain and frivolous, or whether 
our arguments be real or unreal; but this, at 
least, we must repeat, that if our arguments be 
not answered, we shall persist, and, we doubt 
not, our readers will agree with us, in deeming 
them unanswerable. As to the motives for such 
refusal, we think we may safely calculate that 
our readers will deem it more reasonable to at- 
tribute the silence of Dr. Cullen and his clergy 
to the timid policy of shrinking from a full and 
fair discussion, in which it is possible that they 
might be defeated, than to attribute it to that 
" patient resignation to the trials and probations 
of the world" which Dr. Cullen so pathetically 
describes, but which is, alas, so little in unison 
with the attitude and habits of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in other countries, where their " au- 
thority to crush error" is better recognised, and 
the benign sway of Rome has been so often and 
so sadly illustrated and recorded in the annals of 
the prisons of Tuscany and the dungeons of the 
Inquisition. 



TALK OF THE EOAD.— No. XXXIV. 

" Well, man, it's long since I saw you," gaid Jem, " for 
I was up the country ; and how is it with you at all?" 

" Why, then, it's well enough, and it's bad enough," 
said Pat. 

"And is it done it you did ?" said Jem. 

" I done it," said Pat, " and I'll stick up to it now, 
come what will on me." 

" Tell me about it now," said Jem. 

"Well, I just went to Mr. Owens' Church, like a 
man," said Pat ; " and I went three Sundays, night and 
morning, and no harm come on me at all ; and I was 
thinking, ' maybe it's not so hard, after all ; maybe I'm as 
safe as the birds.' Well, it was all going smooth, when 
down comes one Doctor Marshall, that was once a Pro- 
testant clergyman in England, to preach in the chapel. 
' Well,' says I, ' if a Protestant clergy turns to us, sure 
I'll hear why he did it ;' and to the chapel I goes. Well, 
who should I see, sitting right fornint the altar, with a 
big Douay Bible in his hands, but the Rev. Mr. 
Owens himself. ' Well,' thinks I, ' what will come on it 
now?' Well, of all the sermons ever you heard, that was 
the one : it beat ourselves to nothing ; and Mr. Owens 
holding up the Douay Bible fornint him ; and sorra one 
word, good nor bad, Dr. Marshall took out of the Douay 
Bible, nor no other Bible, from the one end to the other ; 
and, thinks I to myself, if it was the Douay Bible 
turned you, wouldn't you tell us that, anyway. I'm not 
going to be worse nor ever I was, thinks I. Well, there 
was a deal of soldiers there, that was passing through 
the town, and stopping for Sunday ; and when Dr. 
Marshall began at the Queen in his sermon, the officer 
just gave them the word, and they all marched out of the 
chapel, making all the noise you please ; and Father 
Marshall falls to praising the Queen, but not a bit they 
stopped. Well, that sermon settled me anyway; for 
sure it's turned his back on the Bible he has, says I, 
that's the way he's turned. Well, I watched till I seen 
Mr. Owens going out through the altar rails, and who 
should up and shake his hand till I thought he would 
have it off, only Father Corrigan, of Kilbride ; for you 
see he doesn't Uke a bone in Father John's skin ; and so 
he shook hands with the Rev. Mr. Owens in chapel, 
afore the congregation ; and I mind seeingthem two good 
friends in the relief committee. Well, Mr. Owens 
comes out, and he goes in the face of all the people to 
put up a paper on the big tree afore the chapel. Well, 
he couldn't get it up, and the boys comes round him, 
and takes the paper, and puts it up for him. Well, and 
what would it be, only to say he would answer that sermon 
in church that night. Well, to church I goes ; and, 
sure enough, if the church wasn't full of our own sort, 
just hundreds of them there. You see he took them so 
short that the priests could say nothing again it, when 
the boys was gone out of the chapel. Well, Mr. Owens just 
answers the sermon out of a face, all out of the Douay 
Bible ; ' that's it,' says I, ' sure that's what I want to 
hear.' Well, you never seen boys listen better, you 
could hear a pin drop among them, only one didn't drop, 
for nobody stirred. Well, when Mr. Owens was done, 
the boys all got up and was going, without the prayers 
or the blessing, for they don't get that in chapel, and a 
decent man stands upon the seat, and, says he, ' stop, 
boys, there's more ;' and with that they all stopped still, 
like mice, till the prayers and the blessing was done. 
Well, thinks I to myself, it's a great sight anyway to see 
the likes of them here." 

" Well, it was a great sight, sure enough," said Jem ; 
' ' hut I'm waiting to hear about yourself, Fat, after what 
you done ; sure that's what I want to hear." 

" Amn't I coming to myself as fast as I can, if you 
won't put me out," said Pat. " Well, Mr. Owens gives 
out that ho would preach to them again that night week. 
So I goes again, of course ; and you know, Jem, there 
is live roads leading up to the church. Well, who would 
I pass on the road I went, walking back and forrad, 
about fifty yards from the church, but Father Peter, 
that's Father John's curate, looking at every one, and 
taking their names ; and I beard after there was a priest 
on every road. Well, thinks I to myself, sure I'm done 
now anyway. Well, I goes on to the church, but there 
wasut 10 for 100; for sure they dursnt pass the priest. 
Well, it's with Mr. Smith I was working ; and, the next 
day , I sees Father John riding up to the house ; it's done 
now I am entirely, says 1. Well, Father John goes to 
the house, and he goes away again ; and Mr. Smith 
comes into the field, just looking after the work like ; 
and when he comes to me, says he, ' I don't want you 
after the night.' ' Well, your honour,' says I, ' sure 
there is not a boy in the field more willing to work.' 
'I don't want you,' says he, 'nor the likes of you;' and 
with that he goes off. Well, I goes homo with the sore 
heart, and not a hand's turn I done from that day to this, 
and it's the fortnight to-day ; and, oh ! Jem, it's the sore 
thing and the cruel thing to walk the roads, just not to 
hear the childers crying with the hunger, and to steal 
into the house after dark, and be kept awake with the 
poor childer crying. Oh, aren't they the cruel men that 
won't let the father use his own hands to earn the bit 
to put into his own innocent children's mouths, and 
them crying about him with the hunger ! Oh, hadn't 
we enough of that in the famine, and mightn't the 
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priests feel for us now ! Oh, is that the true sense of 
Scripture, at all at all?" and so poor Pat began to cry 
like a child over the children. 

"^nd is there nothing for the childer at all ?" said 
Jem. 

"Sorra bit went into their mouths this day; for sure 
they lived on the one blankit this week, and it's done 
last night," said Pat. 

" Why, then, you'll just bring the craturs down tome 
this night," said Jem ; "for sure I've the praties, and it's 
the big pot I'll put on, and they will get their bellyfulls 
this night anyway ; so off with you, man, and bid them 
stop crying." 

So Pat went off in a hurry, and Jem hurried home to 
get on the big pot. 

Well, the children turned to at the praties in style ; 
and when Pat had got his share (for the poor fellow was 
stinted worse than the rest, to give the children what he 
could), Pat and Jem fell to talking again. 

"And what about the birds, Pat ?" said Jem. 

" Well, it's thinking of that I am always," said Pat. 
" It doesn't mean we can't be hungry at all ; sure, I know 
that now ; but it means something anyway — it means, 
anyway, that God cares for us ; and that He cares for 
what happens to us ; and isn't that something ?" 

" Well, a man that turns because it's right, might 
starve all out, and his children too,'' said Jem. 

" There's no denying that now : he might, if it was the 
will of God," said Pat. 

" Well, there was a deal that never read the Bible, 
and never thought of God in earnest, that died in the 
famine ; and, maybe, some that did," said Jem. 

"That's true, anyway," said Pat. " I mind the best 
Christian ever I knew just died for want of the praties, 
and his children too." 

"And what does it mean at all," said Jem, ",when 
Jesus Christ says, 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you?' " (Mat. vi. 33.) 

" There is one tiling it means, anyway, and no mis- 
take," said Pat ; " ' Seek ye first the kingdom of God.' 
Oh, Jem, won't you seek that first ? Sure, there's no 
mistake in that ? Wasn't it you put me on the reading, 
and will you let me go alone now?" 

"Well, that's just what's troubling me," said Jem; 
" and there's no mistake in that surely. But what about 
the rest ?" 

" Well, then, won't He do what's good ?'' said Pat, 
" He won't keep us alive for ever. And why would we 
ask it ? isn't it the poor world for the likes of us ? Won't 
He take us some way ? Won't it be sickness or suffering 
of some sort ? Sure it be to be death ; and what signi- 
fies the way? And if He takes us to his glory, sure it 
won't be breaking his word with us ! And, anyway, the 
words is good enough to make us trust in Him, while He 
leaves us here ; and maybe that's the meaning of it. For 
sure He won't keep us here for ever ; and why would we 
ask it? And when He takes us out of it, sure his own 
way is the best ; better nor meal, nor praties, nor any- 
thing." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " that's right anyway. Sure, 
when God pleases to take us, the nothing to eat is no 
more nor other sickness, when we couldn't eat if we had 
it. Sure, why does a sick man die, only 'cause he can't 
eat? and what does it signify if the praties is there? 
But there is one thing hard on me, Pat ; sure if it was 
God sent the famine I could lie down and die under his 
hand, and just put my trust in Him through Jesus 
Christ ; but when the priest sends the famine on the 
childer, and him with the whiskey punch afore him quite 
comfortable, sure that's more nor flesh and blood can 
stand." 

" Well, Jem, I'll put my trust in God, for all the priest 
can do. And sure there is no saying again' it, He helped 
me and the children this night anyway, out of your big 
pot ; his blessing on you, Jem, for the good friend you 
are. And, sure, if I get through till the praty planting, 
what will £ care for Father John and his calling 
at the altar. Sure, times is turning for us that way. 
Sure, Mr. Smith himself would be glad to get me, 
sooner nor a blackguard at two-and-sixpence that 
wouldn't do half a day's work of a man like me ; but 
won't I take two shillings afore I go back to the likes of 
him ?" 

So Pat and the children went home to do without the 
blanket ; and if we hear of what happens Pat, we will 
tell it as usual. 
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HINTS FOR DR. CULLEN'S NEXT PASTORAL. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — As you have published rather 3evere strictures 
on the authorities cited by the Most Rev. Dr. Cullen in 
favour of the newly defined dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin, perhaps yon will allow 
me to suggest some additional arguments, which may 
have escaped the attention of the Most Rev. Dr., but 
which probably have had no little weight in bringing 
about the result which is stated to have given rise to so 
much exultation at Rome on the 8th December, 1854. 



